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SUBJECT: NORTH KOREAN NOTE TO DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

REE: (A) STATE 101719, (B) SEOUL 3110, (C) SEOUL 3131 

1 . FONMIN PARK TONG- JIN CALLED IN AMBASSADOR APRIL 30 TO PRO- 
VIDE FORMAL ROK RESPONSE TO OUR PROPOSED HANDLING OF NORTH 
KOREAN NOTE. IN ACCORD WITH THE CONTEXT OF THE CONVERSATION 
PRESIDENT PARK HAD HELD WITH ASSISTANT SECRETARY HABIB ON 
DECEMBER 9, 1975, FONMIN SAID PRESIDENT AGREED TO OUR SUGGESTED 
COURSE OF ACTION. FONMIN ADDED THAT PRESIDENT WISHED US TO CONVEY 
OUR RESPONSE TO THE NORTH BY TELEPHONE, ONCE ONLY, AND SUGGESTED 
THAT THIS BE DONE WITHOUT DELAY IN ORDER TO GET A RESPONSE 
ON THE RECORD BEEORE POSSIBLE NORTH KOREAN PUBLICATION 
OF NOTE. FONMIN ALSO REQUESTED THAT ROKG BE INFORMED 
AS SOON AS WE HAVE RESPONDED TO NORTH. AMBASSADOR AGREED TO 
THIS. WHEN HE ASKED WHETHER INEORMATION SHOULD BE PASSED IN 
NEW YORK AS WELL AS SEOUL, FONMIN REQUESTED THAT NOTIFICATION 
BE GIVEN ONLY HERE IN SEOUL. HE SAID MOFA WOULD ADVISE ROK MISSION 
IN NEW YORK SO THAT IT COULD COORDINATE WITH USUN ON ADVISING 
CORE GROUP MEMBERS OF ACTIONS TAKEN. ASSUMING OUR ACTION TAKEN 
BEEORE THEN, HE THOUGHT CORE MEMBERS MIGHT BE ADVISED AT SCHEDULED 
MAY 5 MEETING. 
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